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struggle that ensued was to decide the rival claims of Emperor
and Romans; it was not a contest between the imperium
and the sacerdotium as in the eleventh century, but the later
struggle was essentially affected by the measures which Otto
took to ensure his mastery. In November 963 he came to
Rome and forced the Romans to swear that they would
never elect a Pope without the consent and choice of himself
and his son. John had escaped from Rome, and a synod
was easily induced to declare him deposed in consequence of
his recalcitrance and the notorious scandals of his Papacy.
In his place Otto nominated a layman as Pope Leo VIII.
No sooner had Otto left Rome, early in 964, than John XII
was reinstated and Leo VIII expelled. John died in May,
and the Romans tried to improve their position by electing a
man of learning and high character, Benedict V. Otto
immediately returned, restored Leo, and sent Benedict into
exile in Germany, whither he went himself at the end of 964.
During his absence Leo VIII died, and the Romans, obedient
to Otto's command, elected John XIII; but they almost
immediately rose against him, and only the news of Otto's
third expedition to Italy in 966 caused them hastily to restore
him again. Their tardy repentance did not avert the wrath of
Otto, who this time meted out severe punishment to the ring-
leaders of the revolt. His drastic action was effective, and when
John XIII died in 972 there was no opposition to the imperial
nominee, Benedict VI. Henceforward Otto was master, and
his dominance over the Papacy was unconcealed ; it extended
even to the Papal States, in spite of the Emperor's oath in 962.
Otto came into Italy in 966 partly to make a final settle- His policy in
ment of the Roman question, partly to deal with Adalbert, Sc*uth
who had allied himself with the Eastern Emperor, Nicephorus
Phocas. Perhaps it was this that turned his attention to
South Italy. At any rate his ambition was now extended
to the conquest of the whole peninsula. In January 967 he
gained the valuable allegiance of the ruler of Capua and
Benevento, Pandulf Ironhead, whom he created marquis of
Salerno, and so became suzerain of the old Lombard duchies
which had formerly recognised the suzerainty of Charlemagne.
This brought him into contact with the Byzantine power in
Apulia and Calabria. At first he negotiated, like Charle-
magne, for a Byzantine bride for his son Otto II, who was
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